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Kerala has been the forerunner in the 
adoption of technological innovations in fish-
ing operations. The latter part of the sixities 
and the early seventies witnessed spectacular 
spread in the mechanised trawling. Purse 
seineing was introduced in the latter part of 
the seventies though did not pick up as in the 
neighbouring state of Karnataka forsome rea-
son or other. However, in the hindsight even 
this did not make such a conspicuous impact 
as has been made by the popular motorization 
of the indigenous craft in the early eighties and 
the consequent changes brought about in the 
structure of Kerala fisheries. The ring seine 
which was introduced in 1986 by its popularity 
became the main stay of the artisanal fisher-
ies of Kerala in a very short time. 
Adoption of these technologies has no 
doubt, resulted in tangible growth in the ma-
rine fish production. But amidst the euphoria 
there lurks a cold t ru th of intersectoral com-
petition for the same reason with its economic 
and social dimension constraining the Govern-
mental agencies to sieve out a solution. Ap-
parently conflicting views were expressed by 
the artisanal fishers and the trawl operators 
while the former expressed their apprehension 
that trawling during monsoon was detrimen-
tal to the commercially important pelagic fish 
stocks which have their nursery in the inshore 
areas during monsoon, the latter claims that 
it was not so from the early seventies. A good 
monsoon trawl fishery for jirawns existed in 
Kerala especially with Quilon and Cochin as 
the bases of operation. While the artisanal 
fishers wanted trawling to be banned through-
out the monsoon season, according to trawler 
operators, such measures would tend to the 
erosion of benefits especially through export 
of prawns. However, seized of the problem, 
Kerala Government decided to ban monsoon 
trawling in the territorial waters of Kerala and 
has been implementing the ban from 1988 
onwards . In view of the divergent views 
expressed by different sectors, it is felt that it 
would be a welcome preposition to assess the 
present s ta tus of marine flsh production in 
Kerala vis-a-vis the production before ban was 
in t roduced. At tempt made here is only to 
p r e sen t the s t a t u s of p roduc t ion wi thout 
venturing to highlight any specific issues nor 
answering any specific questions nor drawing 
inference on a set of hypotheses. 
Apparently there has been unprecedented 
growth in the marine fish production in Kerala 
dur ing the las t decade which incidentally 
coincides with the period during which ban on 
trawling during monsoon has been in vogue. 
Comparison of the average landings during 
1981-'87 and 1988-'97 indicate an increase of 
69 % in overall landings in the state and sur-
prisingly two points which deserve considera-
tion are 
1. The increase (69 %) has been uniform in 
pre-monsoon, monsoon and post monsoon 
periods, 
2. The relative intensity of landings during 
the three seasons remain the same during 
preban and ban period (26 % during pre-
monsoon, 24 % during monsoon and 50 % 
during post monsoon) 
This may apparently indicate that the in-
fluence of that factor which contributed to the 
increase has been uniformly felt in all the sea-
sons. However, a detailed analysis is called for, 
before drawling a conclusion. 
The Table 1 gives the percentage realiza-
tion of landings of important groups in the 
three seasons and the relative increase/decrease 
in the ban period. Indian mackerel which was 
abysmally low in 1982 and 1983 made a splen-
did recovery by 1989 and on an average during 
the ban period registered a growth of 43 % over 
that during pre- ban period. The level of pro-
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duction attained by mackerel during 1989 and 
subsequent years, though remarkable was not 
unprecedented. But the landings of carangids 
which rose by 368 % has been unprecedented 
and spectacular and may be the one single 
prominent feature of the ringseine revolution 
in Kerala fisheries. Though lesser sardines 
showed an increase of 165 % the production 
reached a subs tant ia level only in 1995. It 
may be wor th o b s e r v i n g t h a t t h e r e a re 
resources primarily exploited by traditional 
(motorised) sector. There has been a matching 
increase in the landings of prime resources 
exploited by trawlers as well. It is worth men-
tioning tha t during ban period the landings of 
penaeid prawns has shown a conspicuous 
increase of 82 %. Besides the prawns, perches 
and cephalopods made remarkable growth by 
143 and 365 % which might be the result of 
accentuated th rus t s on these owing to new 
market potentials available. 
The increase observed in the overall trawl 
landings is mainly in the post monsoon period 
when before ban, 34 % of annual landings was 
realised while during the ban period, it rose 
to 44 % with a matching reduction from 33 to 
21 % during monsoon period. Table 2 gives 
the percentage contribution of landings of im-
portant gear in the three seasons and relative 
abundance decrease during the ban -period. 
Trawl landings registered an increase of 160%. 
This was mostly owing to the selective fishing 
of cephalopods because of its export potential. 
Remarkable growth of 6 0 1 % was noticed in the 
ringseine landings. It may be stressed that 
the ringseines were launched in Kerala only 
j u s t two years prior to the introduction of ban 
on trawling and they were jus t beginning to 
get established in these two years of pre-ban 
period. Mechanised hooks and line earned 
339% increase eventhough their operation 
during monsoon was comparatively less. 295% 
increase was observed in the landings of other 
OB units whose mainstay were minitrawlers, 
disco vala and hooks and line. Drlft/gillnet 
units registered an increase of about 84 %. 
Non-mechanised sector showed a decline of 
about 72 %. Mechanised drift/gillnets (79 %), 
purseseines (32 %). OB boatseine -and non-
mechanised (72%) (62 %) declined during the 
ban period. 
Table 3 depicts the seasonwise total land-
ings during 1981- '97 Table 4 a-q give the 
seasonwise and species wise landings during 
the respective years from 1981 to ' 97. Table-5al 
represent the seasonwise landings in dilterent 
years by different gear during the pre -ban and 
ban periods. Table 6 a-1 show the seasonwise 
landings in different years of different groups 
of fishes during the pre- ban and ban periods. 
TABLE 1. Kerala, season-wise, species composition f)6) 





































































































































* Average annual lemdings. 
TABLE 2. Kerala season-wise gear composition (%) 
Preban period Ban period 
Name of gear I^e- Mon. Post- Pre- Mon. Post- Increase/ 










































Ob. drift/gill net 24 
Ob. boatseine 22 
Ob. others 21 
Non-mechanised 29 
Annual 26 



















13 . 55 
17 51 
24 50 

































































































2 ,13 ,597 
2 1,51,077 
52 ,642 
6 8 , 7 0 9 
7 1 , 1 9 7 
9 6 , 1 0 8 
8 8 , 9 0 2 
1,03,263 













TABLE 4a. Kerala .season-wise 









2 ,82 ,844 
3 ,71 ,567 
3 ,40 ,487 
2 .49 ,294 
2 ,87 ,439 
2 ,46 ,544 
2 ,42 ,276 
2 ,76 ,353 
2 ,98 ,238 
2 ,43 ,694 
2 .83 ,874 
2 ,83 ,271 
3 ,43 ,828 
3 ,70 ,668 
3 ,76 .630 
3 ,37 ,078 
3 ,70,279 
3 ,03.101 
3 .40 ,694 
4 ,93 ,263 
6 ,37.836 
6 ,73 ,747 











TABLE 4b. Kerala, 
54,900 52,642 
season-wise, species 
during 1982 (tonnes) 



























































































•wise landings during 
Postmon. Total 

























































TABLE 4d. Kerala, 
1984(1 





















































































































































season-u)ise - species 
during 1986 (tonnes) 








































































































TABLE 4e. Kerala, season-wise - species-wise landings 
during 1985 (tonnes) 
TABLE 4g. Kerala, season-wise species wise landings durir\g 
1987 (in tonnes) 











































































































































































TABLE 4h. Kerala, season-wise^ species-wise landings 
during 1988 (tonnes) 
Name of fish Premon. Mon. Postmon. 
TABLE 4j. Kerala, season-wise - species-wise landings 
during 1990 (tonnes) 
Total 























































































































































Total 93,268 1,17,157 2,82,844 4,93,269 
TABLE 41. Kerala, season-wise t-spepies-wise landings, 
during 1989 (tonnes). 
Total 1,96,312 1,36,948 3,40,487 6,73,747 
Name of fish Premon. Mon. Postmon. Total 
TABLE 4k. Kerala, season- wise - species wise landings 
during 1991 (tonnes) 















337 670 1,739 
760 2,688 3,948 
34,619 1,13,005 1,75,147 
591 9,460 13,051 
21,608 17,662 44,790 
10,690 26,973 49,368 









































































































































TABLE 41. Kerala, season-wise - species-wise landings 
during 1992 (tonnes) TABLE 4 n. Kerala, season-wise - species-wise landir\gs 
during 1994 (tonnes). 
Name of fish Premon. Men. Postmon. Total 























































































































































Total 1,42,084 1,27,356 2,87,439 5,56,879 
TABLE 4 m. Kerala, season-wise • species-wise landings 
during 1993 (tonnes). 
Total 1,47,624 1,74,700 2,42.276 5,64,600 
TABLE 4 o. Kerala, season-wise - species-wise landings 
during 1995 (tonnes). 
Name of fish Premon. Mon. Postmon. Total 







































































































































































TABLE 4 p. Kerala, season-wise • species-wise landings 
during 1996 (tonnes) 
TABLE 5a. Kerala, season-wise, trawl landings during 1982-
1997 (tonnes). 





































































































































































TABLE 4q. Kerala, season-wise - species-wise landings 
during 1997 (tonnes) Average 85,933 51.161 1.07.364 2,44.458 

























TABLE 5b. Kerala, season-wise, mec. drift/giilnet landings 
during 1982-1997 (tonnes) 
Year Premon. Mon. Postmon. Total 







2,370 5,725 13,519 21,614 
3,705 1,960 8,073 13,738 
3,448 1,719 10,814 15,981 
1,769 1,134 5,985 8.888 
364 2,323 2,186 5,373 



















































Average 620 869 1,372 2,861 
TABLE 5C. Kerala, season-wise, purse seine landings during 
1982-1997 (tonnes) 























































































TABLE 5d. Kerala, season-wise, mec.hooks & line landings 
during 1982-1997 (tonnes) 


















































































Average 697 81 947 1,725 
TABLE 5e, Kerala, season-wise, OB boatseine landings 
during 1982-1997 (tonnes). 











































































Average 2,810 13,637 13,041 29,488 
TABLE 5f. Kerala, season-wise, OB ring seine landings 







































































Average 28,671 57,388 1,04,704 1,90,763 
TABLE 5g. Kerala, season-wise OB drift/gillnet landings during 
1982-1997 (tonnes) 















































































Average 12.513 7,662 20,848 41,023 




























































































8,678 3.481 15.001 27,160 
TABLE 5i. Kerala, season-wise, non-mechanised landings 
during 1982-1997 (tonnes) 
Premon. Mon. Postmon. Total 
52.607 25,946 98.716 1,77,269 
40,476 30,879 1,04,262 1,75,617 
44,135 24,791 39.590 1,08.516 































































Average 9,582 5,212 15,065 29,859 
TABLE 6a. Kerala, season-wise, shark landings duringl981 -
1997 (tonnes) 




































Average 1,608 646 2,899 5,153 
TABLE 6b. Kerala, season-wise, catfish landings during 
1981-1997 (tonnes) 























































































Average 214 612 1.318 2.144 
TABLE 6c. Kerala,season-wise, STOLEPHORUS landings 
during 1981-1997 (tonnes). 
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Average 14,226 16,149 73,523 1,03,898 
TABLE 6k. Kerala, season-wise, prawn landings during 
1981-1997 (tonnes) 








4,316 14,078 3,280 21,674 
4,787 12,781 14,109 31,677 
7,023 13,833 4,860 25,716 
7,689 14,572 12,974 35,235 
9,881 9,968 7,443 27,292 
11,500 17,575 8,175 37,250 
24,887 14,576 13,132 52,595 







19,539 20,346 29,309 
24,631 16,652 13,076 
26,130 8,458 10,015 
15,861 21,913 24,878 
19,375 14,411 13,051 



















Average 20,102 18,287 16,295 54,684 
TABLE 6L. Kerala, season-wise, cephalopod landings during 
1981-1997 (tonnes) 























































































Average 8,067 5,115 16,113 29,295 
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